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Home World

South Africa targeted for rare plant poaching placing biodiversity at
risk

Zanne Brink of CapeNature says plants such as Conophytum are regarded as
collector's items.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Jean-Jacques_MILAN

According to CapeNature there has been an increase in the theft of rare, indigenous
plants.

Regardless of lockdowns and restrictions.

South Africa and southern Namibia have so many plant species found nowhere else.



24 May 2021 6:40 AM by Barbara Friedman
Tags: Plants CapeNature plant poaching + More





The Morning Review with Lester Kiewit
09:00 - 12:00

https://www.capetalk.co.za/
https://www.capetalk.co.za/topic/23/world
https://www.capetalk.co.za/authors/132/barbara-friedman
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/417213/south-africa-targeted-for-rare-plant-poaching-placing-biodiversity-at-risk
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?via=CapeTalk&text=South%20Africa%20targeted%20for%20rare%20plant%20poaching%20placing%20biodiversity%20at%20risk&url=https://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/417213/south-africa-targeted-for-rare-plant-poaching-placing-biodiversity-at-risk
whatsapp://send?text=South+Africa+targeted+for+rare+plant+poaching+placing+biodiversity+at+risk https%3A%2F%2Fwww.capetalk.co.za%2Farticles%2F417213%2Fsouth-africa-targeted-for-rare-plant-poaching-placing-biodiversity-at-risk%3FUTM%3Dwhatsapp_article_share


21/09/2021, 10:10 South Africa targeted for rare plant poaching placing biodiversity at risk

https://www.capetalk.co.za/articles/417213/south-africa-targeted-for-rare-plant-poaching-placing-biodiversity-at-risk 2/13

South Africa and southern Namibia have so many plant species found nowhere else.
And some collectors just have to have them.

A rare succulent Conophytum is often the most prized target.

Last week, police arrested 18 suspects for the possession of a single endangered
species. One consignment con�scated by police was valued at R500 000.

Collectors are literally stealing our natural heritage out of the ground. Re�lwe Moloto
speaks to Zanne Brink of CapeNature to better understand the scourge of plant
poaching.

There is legislation in place in South Africa, she says.

Locals are now becoming aware of this threat and understanding

She says this is also key to tourist attractions in these areas.

Listen to the interview below:

  Breakfast with Re�lwe Moloto

Threat of plant poaching
 00:00 / 05:33 

“ The interest in speci�c species has grown enormously and people want

to own it legally or illegally. ”
Zanne Brink - CapeNature

“ It is a collector's item. They also get very old. ”
Zanne Brink - CapeNature

“ Rather than attaching value to the plant, attach value to the biodiversity

of the plant to the area. ”
Zanne Brink - CapeNature
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UK slammed for keeping SA on 'red list', DIRCO
vows to �ght
20 September 2021 1:13 PM

Lester Kiewit is joined by David Frost of the SA Tourism Services Association
as SA remains on UK Covid red list.

READ MORE 
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'Oryx' salt from the Kalahari Desert set to hit Whole
Foods shelves in the US
16 September 2021 6:21 PM

Bruce Whit�eld talks to founder Samantha Skyring about Oryx Desert Salt's
listing by the US multinational supermarket chain.

READ MORE 
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I �nd vaccine hesitancy among some Cardinals
strange – Pope Francis
16 September 2021 10:57 AM

Re�lwe Moloto interviews international correspondent Adam Gilchrist.

READ MORE 
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Travel bans lift: What you need to do for your
pilgrimage to Mecca during Covid
15 September 2021 10:01 AM

Mo-aaz Casoo of the South African Hajj and Umrah Council talks to Re�lwe
Moloto about Covid restrictions still in place.

READ MORE 
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Denmark scraps all Covid-19 restrictions as 80% of
over-12s fully vaccinated
14 September 2021 5:10 PM

John Maytham interviews infectious disease specialist Dr Marc Mendelson of
Groote Schuur Hospital.

READ MORE 
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I have more than enough money for myself -
Lindiwe Mazibuko
14 September 2021 2:21 PM

Bruce Whit�eld interviews Lindiwe Mazibuko about her attitude to money
(hopes and fears, successes and failures, etc.).

READ MORE 
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Swedish couple banned from naming child 'Vladimir
Putin'
14 September 2021 8:50 AM

Re�lwe Moloto speaks to UK correspondent Adam Gilchrist about stories
making headlines in the UK and Europe.
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Cape Town tops the 2021 Travel + Leisures World's
Best Awards
14 September 2021 8:11 AM

Africa Melane chats to Alderman James Vos, City of Cape Town's Mayoral
Committee Member for Economic Opportunities and Tourism.

READ MORE 
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All that glitters...Bonang shimmers Stateside at
MTV VMAs
13 September 2021 9:46 AM

Media personality Bonang Matheba jetted off to New York City earlier this
year, telling her fans she had 'relocated'
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Briton Roshaante Anderson opens up about living as
an intersex man
12 September 2021 2:22 PM

Weekend Breakfast host Sara-Jayne King chats to Roshaante Anderson, a
British man who was 11 years old when he discovered he was intersex.

READ MORE 

Trending

WC stats show deaths and hospitalisations during peak mostly unvaccinated
people
LOCAL
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WATCH LIVE: Zuma & Thales corruption cases continues
21 SEPTEMBER 2021 9:43 AM

Alleged killer cop Nomia Ndlovu denies having a hand in her niece’s
death
21 SEPTEMBER 2021 8:20 AM

Dirco: UK's Beta variant excuse for SA's red listing 'de�es logic'
21 SEPTEMBER 2021 8:17 AM

Bees that killed 63 African penguins were agitated by nest disturbance, says vet
LOCAL

RMI shares up 14% on news of Discovery, Momentum unbundling
BUSINESS
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