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Home >> Genera: E >> Genus: Encephalartos

Kei Cycad

Scientific
Name

Encephalartos
princeps R.A.Dyer

Higher
Classification

Gymnosperms

Family ZAMIACEAE
Common
Names

Broodboom (a), Cycad
(e), Kei Cycad (e), Kei-
broodboom (a), Umguza
(x), Umphanga (x)

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Vulnerable A4acd;
B1ab(iii,v); C1

Assessment
Date

2009/10/31

Assessor(s) J.D. Bosenberg
Justification EOO 1870 km², and six

locations remain after
20-30% population
declined in the past 50
years due to habitat loss
and over-collection.
Less than 5000 mature
individuals remain in the
wild, and the population
is projected to continue
to decline by another
20-30% in the next 40
years (generation length
30 years).

Distribution

Endemism South African endemic
Provincial
distribution

Eastern Cape

Range Great Kei River
catchment.

Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial
Major
habitats

Eastern Valley Bushveld

Description Dolerite cliffs and rocky
outcrops along river
valleys.
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Threats

This species is threatened due to the
illegal collecting of plants in the wild
and as a result of habitat destruction
due to expanding agricultural activities.
In some populations, alien invasive
plants (Lantana camara) are invading
the habitat.

Population

Ongoing population decline due to
collecting and habitat loss is estimated
to exceed 30% over the past 30 years
and will continue in the next
generation. The remaining population
is estimated to number between 3 500
and 5 000 mature individuals
 
Population
trend

Decreasing
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