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Olifants River Cycad

Scientific
Name

Encephalartos lanatus
Stapf & Burtt Davy

Higher
Classification

Gymnosperms

Family ZAMIACEAE
Common
Names

Broodboom (a), Cycad (e),
Mofaka (ns), Olifants River
Cycad (e), Olifantsrivier-
broodboom (a)

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Near Threatened
B1ab(iii)+2ab(iii)

Assessment
Date

2009/10/31

Assessor(s) J.S. Donaldson
Justification EOO 1 100 km² and AOO

100 km², two subpopulations
are threatened, but overall
the population is not
declining at present.
Subpopulations are however
severely fragmented.

Distribution

Endemism South African endemic
Provincial
distribution

Gauteng, Mpumalanga

Range Gauteng and western
Mpumalanga.

Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial
Major
habitats

Forest, Grassland, Savanna

Description Sheltered, wooded ravines in
sandstone ridges, 1200-1500
m.

Threats

The species occurs in rural areas. The
agricultural development of the distribution
area of the taxon would have had a minimal
effect on the species due to the types of
farming practices employed (Fourie 1984).
The species is also reportedly not popular
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with cycad collectors as they are sensitive
to disturbance and any transplanting ends
in the death of plants (Goode 1989). Two
localities, however, are threatened: one by
intensive destruction on military training
area, and another by building and road
construction for a pleasure resort (Fourie 1
984).

Population

Although it has a restricted range,
Encephalartos lanatus is locally abundant
and the population is not declining at
present.
 
Population
trend

Stable

Conservation

Conserved in two private nature reserves
and a natural heritage site in Gauteng.
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