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Zululand Cycad

Scientific
Name

Encephalartos ferox
G.Bertol.

Higher
Classification

Gymnosperms

Family ZAMIACEAE
Synonyms Encephalartos kosiensis

Hutch.
Common
Names

Broodboom (a), Cycad (e),
Maputaland Cycad (e),
Maputaland-broodboom
(a), Tongaland Cycad (e),
Tongaland-broodboom (a),
Utobani (z), Zululand
Cycad (e)

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Near Threatened A4d

Assessment
Date

2012/04/17

Assessor(s) J.S. Donaldson
Justification This widespread and

common species is
declining due to increasing
collecting pressure as well
as habitat destruction and
population reduction is
projected to be nearing
30% within three
generations (generation
length 30 years).

Distribution

Endemism Not endemic to South
Africa

Provincial
distribution

KwaZulu-Natal

Range Southern Mozambique to
northern KwaZulu-Natal.

Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial
Major
habitats

Forest, Indian Ocean
Coastal Belt

Description Evergreen coastal forest to
dense coastal scrub and
deep sands of old coastal
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dune systems, as well as
open grassland.

Threats

The major threats affecting this species
include over-collecting for ornamental
purposes and habitat destruction due to
current and future coastal developments
and for agricultural purposes.

Population

Encephalartos ferox is a locally common
species and many large subpopulations
are known. However, despite the species
being protected, reports show that large
numbers of plants have been removed
from the wild in Mozambique, and that
South Africa has experienced a recent
increase in poaching (B. Church pers.
comm.). Due to the combination of illegal
collecting and habitat destruction it is
estimated that population reduction is
nearing 30% within three generations
(generation length 30 years).
 
Population
trend

Decreasing

Conservation

Populations are present in a number of
nature reserves in northern KwaZulu-
Natal.
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