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Scientific
Name

Conophytum
herreanthus
S.A.Hammer
subsp. rex
S.A.Hammer

Higher
Classification

Dicotyledons

Family AIZOACEAE

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Rare

Assessment
Date

2015/06/30

Assessor(s) A.J. Young & D.
Raimondo

Justification A range-restricted
subspecies endemic
to the southern
Richtersveld (EOO
17 km²). It is locally
abundant and not
threatened.

Distribution

Endemism South African
endemic

Provincial
distribution

Northern Cape

Range Richtersveld, near
Eksteenfontein.

Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial
Major
habitats

Succulent Karoo

Description Crevices in quartzite
outcrops, generally
in semi-shade or full
sun in Kosiesberg
Succulent
Shrubland.

Threats
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subsp. rex on iNaturalist
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The most severe threats to plant
species in the Richtersveld are
plant collectors and habitat
degradation and trampling by
livestock, but neither of these
threats appear to impact this taxon
at present. C. herreanthus is a
unique species in the genus - in the
past it was placed in its own genus,
Herreanthus. Subspecies
herreanthus has been collected to
extinction in the wild, but no decline
has been observed in this taxon,
possibly because it is readily
available in cultivation. It is
potentially threatened by
opportunistic, indiscriminate
succulent collecting in accessible
sites near roads.

Population

This taxon is known from an
extremely small area in the
Richtersveld, where it is locally
abundant. Several scattered
clumps of 100-500 plants occur
across the area, and the population
is stable.


Population
trend

Stable
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Citation/Red
List version

Conophytum
herreanthus
S.A.Hammer
subsp. rex
S.A.Hammer

Rare 2015.1

Conophytum
herreanthus
S.A.Hammer
subsp. rex
S.A.Hammer

Least
Concern

Raimondo et
al. (2009)
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