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Scientific
Name

Conophytum
subterraneum
T.Smale &
T.Jacobs

Higher
Classification

Dicotyledons

Family AIZOACEAE

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Vulnerable D2

Assessment
Date

2020/02/05

Assessor(s) D. Raimondo & A.J.
Young

Justification A highly range-
restricted species
from the Richtersveld
South Africa, it occurs
in an area of less than
1 km², and is only
known from a single
population occurring
at one location. The
extent of occurrence
(EOO) and area of
occupancy (AOO) is 4
km². This species is
potentially threatened
by illegal harvesting
as it is very popular in
cultivation. It therefore
qualifies as
vulnerable under
criterion D2.

Distribution

Endemism South African
endemic

Provincial
distribution

Northern Cape

Range Richtersveld near
Eksteenfontein.

Habitat and Ecology
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Genera:
Z

Major system Terrestrial
Major
habitats

Desert

Description Gently sloping quartz
pebble patches in
Kahams Mountain
Desert vegetation,
750-1100 m.

Threats

This species is increasingly popular
in cultivation and in demand by
collectors. Illegal collection is a
potential threat to the single very
small and highly localised, but
remote, population.

Population

This species is known from a single,
large, subpopulation consisting of
more than 1000 mature individuals.


Population
trend

Stable

Assessment History

Taxon
assessed

Status
and
Criteria

Citation/Red
List version

Conophytum
subterraneum
T.Smale &
T.Jacobs

Critically
Rare

2015.1

Conophytum
subterraneum
T.Smale &
T.Jacobs

Rare Raimondo et
al. (2009)
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