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Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial

Major Desert, Nama Karoo,

habitats Succulent Karoo

Description Open quartz flats, ridges and
lower slopes.

Threats

There has been one recorded case of
poaching by Chinese in 2019, where 19
plants were intercepted this show this
species is under pressure from illegal
collecting to support the specialist succulent
horticultural trade. Since 2019 there has
been a marked increase in the demand for
Conophytum species coming from Asia
countries.

Population

This species is easily confused with other
similar taxa, and it is therefore difficult to
estimate the number of subpopulations and
population size. It is fairly common and is
suspected to be declining as a result of
illegal collection.

Population Decreasing
trend

Assessment History

Taxon assessed Status and Citation/Red
Criteria List version

Conophytum Least Raimondo et
lydiae Concern al. (2009)
(H.Jacobsen)

G.D.Rowley

Conophytum Not Hilton-Taylor
lydiae Threatened(1996)
(H.Jacobsen)

G.D.Rowley

OphthalmophyllumUncertain Hall et al.
spathulatum (1980)
L.Bolus

Bibliography

Hall, A.V., De Winter, M., De Winter, B. and
Van Oosterhout, S.A.M. 1980. Threatened
plants of southern Africa. South African
National Scienctific Programmes Report 45.
CSIR, Pretoria.

Hammer, S. 2002. Dumpling and his wife:
New view of the genus Conophytum. EAE
Creative Colour, Norwich.

Hammer, S.A. 1993. The genus
Conophytum: A conograph. Succulent Plant
Publications, Pretoria.

Hilton-Taylor, C. 1996. Red data list of
southern African plants. Strelitzia 4. South
African National Botanical Institute, Pretoria.

Raimondo, D., von Staden, L., Foden, W.,
Victor, J.E., Helme, N.A., Turner, R.C.,

Kamundi, D.A. and Manyama, P.A. 2009.
Red List of South African Plants. Strelitzia

redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=115-441

2/3



06/10/2021, 12:57

Threatened Species Programme | SANBI Red List of South African Plants

25. South African National Biodiversity
Institute, Pretoria.

Rowley, G.D. 1978. Reunion of some
genera of Mesembryanthemaceae. National
Cactus and Succulent Journal 33(1):6-9.

Snijman, D.A. 2013. Plants of the Greater
Cape Floristic Region 2: The extra Cape
flora. Strelitzia 30. South African National
Biodiversity Institute, Pretoria.

Citation

Young, A.J., Hammer, S.A. & Raimondo, D.
2020. Conophytum lydiae (H.Jacobsen)
G.D.Rowley. National Assessment: Red List
of South African Plants version 2020.1.
Accessed on 2021/10/06

E< Comment on this assessment

(c) South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) 2010-12.

redlist.sanbi.org/species.php?species=115-441

3/3


mailto:l.vonstaden@sanbi.org.za?subject=Conophytum%20lydiae%20(H.Jacobsen)%20G.D.Rowley
http://www.sanbi.org/

