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Home >> Genera: C >> Genus: Conophytum

Scientific
Name

Conophytum
mirabile
A.R.Mitch. &
S.A.Hammer

Higher
Classification

Dicotyledons

Family AIZOACEAE

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Vulnerable D2

Assessment
Date

2020/02/08

Assessor(s) A.J. Young, S.A.
Hammer & D.
Raimondo

Justification A range-restricted
species known from
a single site
occurring in an area
less than 1 km². It
has an extent of
occurrence (EOO)
and area of
occupancy (AOO) in
accordance with the
IUCN Red List
Guidelines of 4 km².
The one location is
potentially
threatened by illegal
succulent collecting.

Distribution

Endemism South African
endemic

Provincial
distribution

Northern Cape

Range Namaqualand near
Concordia, Northern
Cape, South Africa.

Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial
Major Succulent Karoo

 
Search for images of Conophytum mirabile on
iNaturalist

Taxonomy

© A.J. Young
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habitats
Description Cracks and crevices

on quartz slopes.

Threats

This species occurs in a remote
area that are difficult to access,
reducing the potential threat that
might arise from illegal succulent
collecting. Since its discovery it has
also been established in cultivation,
however it is highly sought after by
collectors and therefore illegal
collection is a potential threat,
especially in light of the recent
increase in demand for
Conophytums coming from Asian
countries.

Population

This species is highly localized
(EOO and AOO <1 km²), but it is
locally abundant, with the
population numbering several
thousand individuals.
 
Population
trend

Stable
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Critically
Rare

Raimondo et
al. (2009)
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