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Scientific
Name

Conophytum
wettsteinii
(A.Berger)
N.E.Br.

Higher
Classification

Dicotyledons

Family AIZOACEAE
Synonyms Conophytum

brevipes L.Bolus,
Conophytum
circumpunctatum
Schick & Tischer

National Status

Status and
Criteria

Least Concern

Assessment
Date

2020/02/05

Assessor(s) A.J. Young, P.C.V.
Van Wyk & D.
Raimondo

Justification This species is
endemic to
Richtersveld region
of the Northern
Cape South Africa, it
has an extent of
occurrence (EOO) of
3006 km². In
comparison to other
Conophytums this
species is common,
it has been recorded
from more than 25
locations and is able
to survive in
degraded habitats.
Harvesting for the
illegal succulent
trade began to
impact this species
in early 2019. So far
any decline from
illegal collecting do
not exceed 10% of
the population.
Monitoring of
volumes of illegal

 
Search for images of Conophytum wettsteinii on
iNaturalist

Taxonomy

© A.J. Young
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trade and its impact
on this species is
required.

Distribution

Endemism South African
endemic

Provincial
distribution

Northern Cape

Range Richtersveld,
Eksteenfontein to
Steinkopf.

Habitat and Ecology

Major system Terrestrial
Major
habitats

Succulent Karoo

Description Shaded cracks and
crevices in gneiss or
granite outcrops.

Threats

While this species does not appear
to be impacted by overgrazing,
which is the main threat to plant
species across most of the
Richtersveld. It is fairly common
around Steinkopf, a town
surrounded by heavily overstocked
communal rangelands. Since
March 2019 this species has been
targeted to supply the growing
demand for Conophytums coming
from Asian countries.

Population

This species typically occur as
widely scattered individuals, but it
is also sometimes locally common.
The population is estimated to
number at least 2000 mature
individuals and is not declining.
 
Population
trend

Stable
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