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ENDANGERED beetles have landed
[our German “tourists' in court on.

bug—stealing charges.
'

The four, who the state alleges are

insect traders. were arrested at a road-
.

block near Ceres two weeks ago on
their way back froman insect-collect-

ing outing in the Matroosberg.
They had more than 40 rare stag».

beetles -— all dead — in their car.

The beetles, of the Colophon genus,

me a leftover from the Ice Age and are

found around the world only in iso—_.

lated pockets at high altitude.'
Albert Rautenstrauch, his brother

Gunter Wolfgang Schubert and Wern-
er Lenz — all from Augsburg in Ger-

many —-'appeared briefly in écurt on
Friday and will go on trial 1n the Paar]

Regionai Court tomorrow on charges
of illegal collection pcssession and

transport of endangered insects.

After the arrest near Ceres, police

went back to a guesthouse in Ladi-

smith where several, hundred» of the“;

dead' beetles were found, along with};

scorpions and butterflies.

The four were released on R5 000
'

bail each by the Ceres Magistrate' 51

Court two weeks ago, and had to hand
over their passports.

Paul Gildenhuys manager of Cape
Nature Conservation‘ 5 Environmental
Crime Unit said the maximum penalty

‘

,
for the charges was either a R100 000
fine or [0 years. in prison — or both —,
and a fine of up to three times the

trade value of the insects.
> He s_aid the beetles had a street val- ..

ue of up to €600 each.

Doctor Simon van Noort' a scientist'

at the SA Museum in Cape Town. said

the colophon beetles used to be more
widespread. However, as the climate

’

warmed at the end of the last Ice Age. .

theymoved into the mountaigs and

evolved into separate species. “The
species is very old — hundreds of

>th0usands of_ years, and there are at

least 14 species in the Western Cape,”

he said.

{"‘If you remove hundreds of spec-

imens from a single place, it could well

result'In local extinctiOn."

Professor Henk Geertsema of the

entomology department at Stellen-

besch University. said very little was
.knoWn of the beetles’ habits, as they
burrowed underground and were
found only in very Specific places.

.“Unfortunately, any private insect

collection is not complete without a

colophon. They have a high market

‘value because of their rarity.
'

,

‘

"‘The local authorities try to keep
their loeations secret to prevent jn-

ternational collectors from removing
them,” he said;

“They are truly endangered be-

cause as the climate becomes warmer.

they cannot move any higherff
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John Yeld
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

German cousins Albert and Giintei'

Rautenstrauch have both been beetle

collectors since childhood and both
claim to “love” their subjects and study
them closely, working with scientists

and insect specialists.

But their scientific curiosity and emo-
tional concern for beetles and other in-

sects didn’t stop them poaching 211 en-

demic Colophon beetles — worth an
estimated R290 0000 on 'the international
collectors’ market — from mountain
peaks in the Western Cape’s nature re-

serves and other areas in late December
and early January;

As well as the Colophons, they
poached another 631 insects of other
species — including termites, tapping
beetles, bombadier beetles andj snout-

beetles, all dead when found by; nature
conservation officials — and seven live

scorpions .beere being arrested near
Ceres three weeks ago.

Yesterday, the two cousins pleaded
guilty'1n the Paarl Regional Courlt to five
charges under the Cape's naturegconser-

vation ordinance of hunting and/or be-

ing in possession of a total? of 211'

Colophon beetles of three species'and the
other insects, without the necessary per-

mits.

The Colophons, also known as the
Cape 'stag beetles and of which there are
several species. are found only in the
Western Cape.

Because of their rarity— the degree of

rarity is still under dispute— Cape stag
beetles have acquired almost “must
have” status among collectorfs around
the world and are amjong the
most highl'y--priced stag beetles on the
market.

The Rautenstrauchs admitted know-
ing that all Colophon species in-South
Africa were listed as being endangered
and that it was%a punishable offence to

be in possession of these beetles without
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Examples of the "Stag Beetle" of the Colophon genus on display at the SA museum in Cape Town. PICTURE: KARIN RETIEF

apermit.
They testified in their plea explana-

tions that they had come to South Africa
to collect insects and to have _a
holiday.

Each cousin brought a friend with
them, and those two friends also each
pleaded. guilty yesterday in the Same

court to one charge under the nature
conservation ordinance.

Wolfgang Schubert, afriend of Albert
Rautenstrauch who plays darts for the
same club in Germany, pleaded guilty to

a charge of being in possession of 12

Colophan beetle car'casses.

He told the court he had merely been

carrying them down the mountain for

the Rautenstrauchs.
“Beetles are not protected animals in

Germany or Europe as far as I am
aware. .. Iam'not a collector of beetles

I am also not interested'1n beetles and-

had no benefit'1n possessing them. "

The second friend, Werner Lenz, said
I

in‘ his plea explanation that he was a life-

long friend of Gfinter Rautenstrauch.
Pleading guilty to one charge of help-

ing the Rautenstrauchs collect Colophon
beetles, he said he had accompanied
them into the mountains of the Western
Cape.

"It was only a few beetles (that I col-

lected) as I was more interested in the .en-

vironment and the beautiful scenery
'

“By accompanying them and'assist-

ing them I was able to see some beautiflfl
scenic places in the. mountains that I

would otherwise never have been able to
see."

The Rautenstrauchs — who have‘a but-

terfly species named. after them — both
said they believed there must be “tens of
thousands" of Colophon beetles and dif-

ferent sub-species, "because they are
found in different places on Western
Cape mountains”.

_

“I would not be able to collect 5O
Colophon beetles in one or two hours if

there were not large numbers of them in
existence," they each said in their plea
explanations.

. The guilty pleas Were all accepted by
magistrate Annemarie Immelman and
the four men were convicted.

Paul Gildenhuys, manager of the
Western Cape Nature Conservation
Board'spnvironmental crimes unit, tes-

tified in' aggravation of sentence that he
had done an Internet search and found
four websites offering for sale the three
Colophon beetle species poached by the
Germans.

Taking an average price — prices var-

ied for the different species and genders,
from a low of 117 euros to highs of 600
euros and US$920 — he workedout that
just the commercial value of the
Colophon beetles poached by the men
was R290 108.

The sentence for convictions under
the nature conservation ordinance can
be a fine and/or a jail term and an addi-

tional fine' of up to three times the com-
. mercial value of the species poached.
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Hlordie kewers is soortgolyk aan dié wat In die Paarlse hofsaalg ter 39take is. ‘

Mo: mun: cAVAMII

Buitelan‘ders in SA
in sop oor kewers
Hulle jag bedreigde goggas in natuurreservaat

Jackie Pienaar

earl. — Twee neefs van Duits-

land het hier in die streekhof

skuld beken op vyf aanklagte

wat verband hou met die jag en ver-

sameling van bedreigde grootkaak—

kewers (Colophon-genus) en ander

insekte in die Wes-Kaap, ascok die

jag van dié kewers in ’n natuurreser-

vaat. _

Dit is die eerste saak in sy soort in

Suid-Afrika. Die polisie en beamptes
van die Kaapse natuurbewaringsaf—

deling het Albert en Gflnter Karl

Rautenstrauch en nog twee Duitsers

op 9 Januarie in die Ceres-distrik

aange' keer.

Die Rautenstrauchs het in hul
pleitverduideliking gesé hulle versa-

mel a1 van jongs af kewers en insek-

te in Duitsland,- ruil dituit met an-

der versamelaars, verskaf dit aan
wetenskaplikes en skenk dit aanmu-
seums. Albei het ’n groot versame
ling insekte, kewers, spinnekoppe
en skerpioene. Hulle is medeskry-
wers van ’n boek oor die Carabus-ke-

wer van Europa en Noord-Afrika.

Die besit van ofhandel in geeneen
van die betrokke insekte word in

Duitsland ofenige ander plek ter wé-

reld verbied nie, het hulle aange-

voer. .

Albei Rautenstrauchs het skuld

beken op twee aanklagte van die jag

en besit van grootkaakkewers, twee

aanklagte van die besit van insekte

sonder die .nodige dokumente en ’n

aanklag van die jag van grootkaak-

kewers in die Swartberg-natuurre-
'serv'aat in Oudtshoom.

Hulle het 211 grootkaakkewers in

hul besit gehad.
Hul medebeskuldigdes, Werner

Johann Lenz en Wolfgang Schubert,

het aangevoer hulle was in Suid-

Afrika op vakansie. Albei het op ’11

klag skuld beken.‘

Lenz het gesé hy het die Rauten-

strauchs soms gehelp om Colophon-

kewers te jag. Schubert het erken hy
het 12 grootkaakkewers sender ’n

permit by hom gehad.
A1 vier beskuldigdes is van Augs-

burg, Duitsland.

Mnr. Paul Gildenhuys van die

Wes-Kaapse natuurbewaringsraad
het getu'ig omgewingsmisdade is

naas dwelmhandel die winsgewend-
ste misdaad wéreldw‘yd.

Volgens hom het die beskuldigdes

goed ’voorbereid na Suid—Afrika ge-

kom.
Die kewers kom voor in aanhang-

sel 3 van die internasionale Cites-

konvensie, wat beteken dat alle han-

del daarin wéreldwyd gereguleer

word en dit word as bedreig aangete-

ken deur die Wéreldnatuurlewever—
eniging.

Gildenhuys het die waarde van die

grootkaakkewers op R290 000 gestel.

Die verhoor is tot Dinsdag uitge-

stel vir vonnis.






