
1/13/22, 11:30 AM 9 arrested in Cape Town for allegedly poaching protected plants in interprovincial operation | News24

https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/9-arrested-in-cape-town-for-allegedly-poaching-protected-plants-in-interprovincial-operation-2… 1/4

Thursday, 13 January

Add location


 
 
 
 
 
NEWS FOR SUBSCRIBERS BUSINESS SPORT LIFESTYLE OPINION M

MOST READ FOR SUBSCRIBERS

1 WRAP | ANC distances itself from Sisulu

comments; she is ‘consulting legal

team’

2 'Recklessness of highest order':

Presidency 'strongly distances' itself

from Sisulu's comments

3 'We have got to change' - Sisulu stands

by comments on Constitution, judiciary

4 WATCH | Joburg man hijacked en route

to a family wedding

5 NPA creates state capture 'task force'

after Zondo finds it failed to prosecute

corruption

Newsletters

Life - Daily

Take a breather in your busy day

with this curated collection of

relaxing reads, real-life stories,

interviews, everyday tips, and

expert insights.

Get the newsletter

Lucky Sunday for 1 Daily

Lotto player

Full list of lottery results

LOCKDOWN FOR 657
DAYS 11
HRS 30
MINS

CURRENCIES COMMODIT IES JSE  INDEXES

Rand - Dollar 15.32

Rand - Pound 21.05

Rand - Euro 17.56

Rand - Aus dollar 11.19

Rand - Yen 0.13

Podcasts

Listen

LISTEN | The Inge Lotz Story

- a miscarriage of justice

31 Dec 2021

-0.1%

-0.3%

-0.3%

-0.3%

-0.2%

9 arrested in Cape Town for

allegedly poaching protected

plants in interprovincial operation

Nicole McCain

SHARE

0:00

SUBSCRIBERS CAN LISTEN TO THIS ARTICLE

Nine people have been arrested in Cape Town for

the
illegal possession of protected plants worth

R350 000.


They were arrested in Elsies River on Thursday,
after

an interprovincial operation between the Springbok

and Kuils River Stock
Theft and Endangered Species

units.

Police spokesperson Lieutenant
Colonel Sergio

Kock said:

Police confiscated 3 500 conophytum

achabense plants worth approximately

R200 000 and conophytum fredericea

plants with an estimated street value of

R150 000.

Officers also confiscated a VW Polo, an Opel Kadett

and five cellphones that were allegedly utilised in

the commission of these
crimes, said Kock.


In 2021, CapeNature raised the alarm over succulent

plant poaching after 11 cases were recorded in just

more than six months.
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Nine people were arrested for the illegal possession of protected

plants worth R350 000.

Nine people have been arrested for poaching

protected plants.

The protected plants are worth an estimated R350

000.

Syndicates are increasingly targeting endangered

and endemic plants for poaching.
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The value of the plants poached during the
six-

month period was estimated at around R15 million.

The poaching appeared to
centre around

conophytum species, with wild plants deemed more

valuable by
collectors, conservationists previously

told News24.

Many of South Africa's succulent plants are endemic

to the Western and Northern Cape, making them

highly sought after by
international collectors.

A similar bust in October saw police arresting five

men in the Western Cape in connection with the

illegal possession of more than
5 600 succulents.


Supplied PHOTO: SAPS

Nine people were arrested for the illegal possession of protected

plants worth R350 000.
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